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“It is out of love for you that I have suffered so much.”
Our Lord
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 Dear friends,

 Jesus Christ is the Only Savior of the 
world.
 He is our Redeemer.
 He is the Way, the Truth and the Life.
 He is our Only Hope.
 He is the Light which enlightens us in the 
darkness of this world.

 And in our current world, we see how the 
faith loses its savor: the churches are deserted; the 
number of priests has dwindled, and Christians 
and Catholics prefer to organize their religion 
according to their own liking, careless of the 
Holy Gospel of Our Lord.

 Very dear friends, amid this world, be 
examples that illuminate others on the way they 
must live as good Christians; so that you may be 

able to tell all those who come in contact with you that Jesus loves them. Did not He say, 
in His Holy Gospel: “Come to me, all you who suffer, and I will relieve you.”

	 Crushed!	 Many	 are	 crushed	 by	 work,	 family	 difficulties,	 by	 discouragement, 
fatigue and sickness.

 Then, dear friends of mine, if you are among those, do come: may you all come who 
are in need of love: for Jesus is Love!

 Do come, all of you who have need to be enlightened: for Jesus is the Light!
 Do come, all of you who need to be sustained: for Jesus is Fortitude!
	 Do	come,	all	of	you	who	need	to	be	purified:	for	Jesus	is	Holiness	and	He	is	Mercy!
 Do come, all of you who need to be consoled: for Jesus is Hapiness, a Happiness that 
you	will	not	find	anywhere	else!

 And if, amid 
this world, your soul 
is harshly buffeted 
in the very eye of 
the storm, then Jesus 
will rise up, as in old, 
on lake Tiberias, He 
will extend His hand 
over you, and a great 
calm will prevail.
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 And if your soul is ill and languishing, Our Lord Jesus will have but one word to 
say, and your soul will be healed!

 Jesus, from up above on His Cross, gave us a treasure, when he gave us His 
very Mother to be our own Mother, telling Saint John, who stood for us all there, on 
Golgotha: “Woman, behold thy son; son, behold thy Mother.”

 Let us not take these words lightly, we all know that in Heaven, we have a Mother 
Immaculate, the Mother of Jesus Christ: and She is there to help us on the path of life.

 Let us not hesitate to ask Her for help. Because in our weakness, in order to 
perfectly love Our Lord Jesus, we have need of this Mother Admirable, to guide us 
towards the Sacred and Merciful Heart of Her Divine Son.

	 Therefore,	let	us	remain	in	peace,	hope	and	joy;	let	us	keep	up	our	courage,	confidence 
and perseverance.  
       Most Reverend Bishop Jean Marie + snd
       Founder of Fraternite Notre Dame 

Let us meditate on these few
sentences from Pope Francis

 “There are bloody persecutions – being 
cast to the beasts, or being victim of a bomb 
when you come out of mass – and “white glove 
persecutions”, or cultural persecutions – that 
push you to a corner of society, that cause you 
to lose your job, if you do not adhere to the 
laws that go against God Creator. […]
 This other persecution, of which we do 
not speak much, [is] dressed up as culture, 
dressed up as modernity and dressed up as 
progress.”

Pope Francis, sermon given
during the mass on April 12, 2016.



- 5 -

Help us
to help others

V ery dear friends 
of Fraternite Notre Dame,

 Spring time will soon be at our doors, and 
we would like it to also be at every house and home 
of our poor people! Spring which announces the 
Resurrection of Christ; is also heralded by the 
migratory birds, majestic in flight and allowing 
themselves to be carried wherever God guides them.

 It is really up to us to be like these birds, 
messengers at the service of this God, so full of 
mercy and compassion for us, to sow love and 
charity around us.

 The Servants and Handmaids of Our Lady 
work indefatigably at the service of those who suffer 
in their heart or in their body.

 From the bottom of my heart, I ask you to 
help us relieve poverty. Do listen to one of these 
many stories showing situations where we are called 
to bring a remedy, at any cost.

 Recently, a poor man named Steve who 
lives in a shabby recreational vehicle, told us that 
he works hard to earn his living. He is a house 
painter. A few days ago, a tree fell on his old 
recreational vehicle but someone was charitable 
enough to allow him to sleep in his truck, with 
only 3 or 4 blankets, but he lost it all and now 
lives in the street.

 His problems did not stop there. For the 
past 3 weeks it rained constantly, and so he did 
not get any new painting job to provide at least 
for his food.

 This is dire poverty and Steve entrusted to 
the Sisters that they are the only people that bring 
him something to eat and feel concerned to make 
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sure he will not starve to death. The 
Sisters’ hearts sank when they heard 
what had happened to the poor man. 
They set out immediately to bring him 
hot food and clothing, along with good 
blankets.

 As you know, we need your 
generosity to also help some poor 
people who, like Steve, refuse to stop 
working, but often fall victim to a 
succession	of	challenging	difficulties.

 Our aim is to help 
the poor not to grow 
discouraged, but to keep 
fighting!

 Therefore, I appeal 
to you, who are reading 
our newsletter, because 
you can share it with your 
friends. You are aware 
that we do not earn any 
salary, but only the charity 
of Christ urges us to serve 
the poor.

      We have an immense 
need	 of	 your	 financial	
help – no matter how 
modest it may be – to 
make a difference in the 
lives of these unfortunate 
persons, these unhappy 
children, these desperate 
mothers who only have 
you as their sole hope in 
life.

       Therefore, allow yourselves 
to be moved by the gaze of Christ, 
which is speaking to you through 
these poor people! This is the same 
gaze that shall console you when 
you will need to be consoled.
May God bless you for your 
generosity; may He reward you a 
hundredfold, both in this life and in 
the other!

 Mother Marie Martha 
 of Bethany + snd
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My little children,
You speak so much of sexuality and so little 
of true love, which is founded in the Holy 
Gospel, and the Enemy takes the pain to mix 
them up. That is why many homes are divided. 
Pray a great deal; I bless you with all my 
heart +

Our Lady, August 14th, 2016

My little children,
You must always look towards the Cross 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ if you want to 
persevere in goodness. Your loving gaze at 
the Divine Crucified will comfort you in 
difficult	times	and	you	will	please	Jesus,	this 
Jesus Who expects love for love, from you.
Pray a great deal; never grow weary of praying. 
I bless you with all my heart +

Our Lady, September 14th, 2016

My little children,
The times are very bad; the enemies of Christ 
are at work and they who wear the so great 
name of Christian are increasingly rejected, 
while open or sly persecution is raging 
through the world.
Many rulers of the nations refuse to acknow-
ledge that the lunar crescent wants to eclipse 
the Light at all cost.
Wars and revolutions are underway, but if 
you do not return to God, you will suffer the 
great war.
God as the Adorable Trinity, has chosen men 
and women to thwart the invasion, but the 
God-less, those that have bonded with evil, 
and those who fear to lose power, oppose 
them with energy and lies.
My little children, pray a great deal with 
rosary beads in the one hand and the Bible in 
the other, because the times are very bad.

Our Lady, October 14th, 2016

My little children,
Look around you; do not conceal the truth to 
yourselves. The earth is in a commotion; 
with disorder in nature, all provoked by man. 
The great war has already started, slyly; 
revolutions, guerilla warfare, assassinations 
in large numbers, coups d’état and more and 
more persecutions against the Christians. 
Fights against the truth to bring about the 
triumph of lies; and despite all this, a majority  
of people refuse to return to God.
My little children, without God as the 
Adorable Trinity, you cannot have peace. The 
powerful of the earth want to prevail without 
God;	they	even	go	so	far	as	fighting	Him,	by	
denying His existence.
Nothing will do, for God is God and no one 
can attain His existence and His sanctity.
Pray, pray a great deal with holy rosary beads 
in your hands.

Our Lady, November 14th, 2016

My little children,
Each day, you must give thanks to God for 
all what He is doing for you.
You	request	much,	and	this	is	fine!	But	do	not	
be ungrateful towards your Sole Benefactor. 
Be in thanksgiving and proclaim His 
benefits.
The Heart of Jesus and Mine suffer from 
seeing	so	much	infidelity	among	the	clergy,	
to God and their vocation.
Consecrated souls, when, then, will you 
return to your prime vocation, to the drive of 
love from your early years, when you were 
called by your name.
My little children, pray therefore for the 
consecrated souls, pray a great deal.

Our Lady, December 14th, 2016
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Day by 



Day by 
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To start this text on our 
religious life at the Monastery, 
let	 us	 first	 speak	 of	 the	 great	
spiritual retreat that we, the 
Servants and Handmaids of 
Our Lady, have had in another 
Monastery, the one of Saint 

Francis and Saint Clare, in 
Peoria, Illinois, about 3 hours 
away.

One week of retreat means 
facing our vocation again 
and telling ourselves like St 
Bernard, desirous to rekindle 
the ardor of his monastic life: 
“Bernard, for what have you 
come here?”

 As for us, with His 
Excellency Bishop Jean Marie 
|as our leader, we have the 
inestimable grace to hear him 
preach loud and clear the 
supernatural pieces of truth, 
and to see the items that need 
to be amended, in order to 
fully live our religious life, 
which we cherish more than 
anything else.

 We cannot reveal 
everything when it comes 
to the retreat, in order not 
to disclose the secrets of the 
King. But what we can say 

is	 that	 it	 was	 magnificent, 
that we fervently renewed 
our vows of religion into the 
hands of our Founder, Bishop 
Jean Marie, and that we 
have experienced intense 
moments. 

         This annual retreat resulted 
in arming us with courage to 
pray better, and improve our 
love and help for our brethren 
in need. In short, to be better 
Servants and Handmaids of 
Our Lady, under the staff of our 
venerated Superior.

 Here, let us also mention 
the so appreciated assistance 
of our Mother Superiors: Mother 
Marie Faustina and Mother 
Marie Martha, who dedicate 
unreservedly towards our 
sanctification.

 Let us return to Notre 
Dame Monastery. Our daily 
lives have resumed, with their 
overflowing	activities.
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 Next, there is Notre Dame 
Academy. Though still modest, 
the school is promising. Our 
students learn the core curriculum, 
but also drawing and music. 
“What is the point though, of 
learning these impossible notes,” 
the sheepish faces of the boys 
tell us. But they jumped to play 
musical instruments, and right 
away, interest was restored!

 Speaking of music, we 
hosted our annual Christmas 
concert at the Monastery, shortly 
after Christmas. The student 
Sisters have made a great deal of 
progress, as everyone could assess. 
It was really pretty and we 
had a good time together. All 
of this for God’s glory, and as 
Monteverdi actually said: the 
purpose of any music is to affect 
the soul. This is what we strive 
to do...

 Part of these sweets would 
be sent to our stores, featuring 
organic French pastries, where 
the little and the grown alike 
meet around a good almond 
croissant and a cup of tea. This 
helps us in our charitable works 
and here we thank those who 
come and spend a few moments 
with us there, with the intention 
to sample a pastry and thus aid 
the poor.Therefore, they actually 
have two good reasons to do so!

 We often go and help 
our Sisters in Chicago, in their 
charitable endeavors. And we 
also have our own food pantry 
distribution to families, on 
Tuesdays. Right by the Ecce 
Homo church, we give out 
boxes of provisions which are 
very appreciated.

 But the spirit of prayer 
and our Holy Rule are here to 
envelop us...

 Therefore, here are our 
activities. They range from 
tending our numerous animals: 
hogs, lambs and sheep; hens, 
pretty dogs and a few lazy cats. 
At times, there are even some 
turtles, coming up from the lake. 
And they are not small! Huge 
turtles, but not very kind!

 Then, there are swarms of 
birds with their thousand colors, 
that appreciate coming to our 
organic land, which has thus 
become a haven for hosts of 
wild animals. As for the garden, 
it is currently asleep, nestled 
under the long Illinois winter, 
but the gardening Sisters still 
unwrap	their	talents	in	the	flower 
bouquets that are set up on the 
altar on a daily basis.

 Of course, one of our 
great occupations is the bakery. 
No low point as you always have 
to make fresh batches of dough! 
Before Christmas, however, the 
Sisters had to redouble their 
zeal, considering the number of 
cookies, macarons and cakes of 
all kinds ordered, for the greatest 
contentment of all.
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 We also rehearse songs 
for our chorus. Not as often as 
we would like, unfortunately, 
because of such a full schedule. 
But each and everyone has made 
efforts. Thank God, the Angels 
give us a hand and they may 
lend their voices too!

 Father Joseph Marie and 
Brother Maurice Marie are in 
for apple pealing contests! Who 
is doing more in less time, of 
course! Some are green, others 
red, but no mixing allowed! 
They will be used to stuff the 
delicious organic apple turnovers. 

 The Nuns also engage in 
hectic activities when it comes 
to the Ceramics and stained-
glass window workshops, where 
artwork for a future church at 
the Hermitage is being worked 
on. The Shrine will be dedicated 
to Divine Mercy. As for wood-
working, our priests handcraft 
custom furniture in the pure 
monastic tradition of work done 
the right way: tables; chairs; 
trays and the like, made from 
noble and shimmering real 
wood.

 Then, there is FNDTV, 
that is, TV programing which 
gives a huge amount of work to 
Bishop Jean Marie, Father Marie 
Samuel and all the team. They 
need to select the topics, produce 
reports and documentaries, 
transcribe the scripts and work 
on translations. This is a job for 
the long run, but in the end, we 
are truly pleased to be able to 
show beautiful programs.

 This year again, the March for Life 
was	 filmed	 and	 will	 be	 broadcast.	 Most 
Reverend Bishop Jean Marie commissioned 
a dozen of Nuns to Washington DC and they 
joined the thousands of people who came 
from all over the country to defend the Cause 
of the unborn.

 The crowd was larger than ever, with 
the special attendance of Mr. Michael Pence, 
Vice President of the United States, and it 
was	the	first	time	that	a	Vice	President	would	
support this Cause.

 Numbers show that over 58 million 
innocents were killed, just here in the US, 
since	 the	 70s.	 It	 is	 an	 awful	 figure	 of	 a 
full-fledged	 genocide	 of	 which	 we	 do	 not	
gauge enough the suffering. There are images 
that cannot be erased from our memory...
 The world appears to be 
in a sad shape. Sad shape; “the 
heart of mankind is increasingly 
turning cold” as Our Lady told
Bishop Jean Marie. “Prayer; 
Penance and Mercy”. 

 Do not forget that you can 
entrust your prayer intentions to 
us. Here, in this privileged place 
that we love, we shall present 
them to this beloved Mother, 
who is watching over Her 
children of the earth.

Sister Marie Virginie
of the Epiphany of the Lord + snd



- 13 -



- 14 -

The church of Fraternite Notre 
Dame in Chicago is established in the 
Austin neighborhood, which is on the 
west side of the City. A poor and needy 
area, as you can tell, by just driving 
through it. That is the reason why we 
are here.

  As Our Lady of 
Frechou says, we should not 
forget the poor. We ought to 
feed their bodies with love, 
and by doing so, we may 
also nurture their hope and 
comfort them. It is indeed very 
difficult	to	live	in	dire	poverty.

	 It	is	even	more	difficult	
during Christmas time when 
you know that so many people 
spend these days in abundance. 
But when you have nothing, 
and nothing to give your 
children; then life is sad.

 This is what we came 
upon once again, when visiting 
the families for a few days 
around Christmas.

 We had seen about a 
dozen young boys playing 
basketball outside, which is 

not so common any longer, 
as everyone now plays on the 
internet.

 But those children were 
really poor, and so they had no 
phone and no internet. When 
entering their building where 
several families live, we counted 
17 children who were all poor. 
There was no question about 
that.

 There was almost nothing 
in their house. So they burst 
out with joy when Bishop Jean 
Marie sent us to bring them 
Christmas presents. “We never 
had any presents!” “Thank you” 
to the Bishop!

    On the day of our Christmas 
Party – organized annually by 
Fraternite Notre Dame – the 
weather was ice cold.
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 But we had organized it 
well so things would go fast. There 
was a very long line of hundreds of 
children with smiles on their faces, 
along with their parents who were 
even more happy. All of this was 
to make sure that the poorest of the 
poor may celebrate the birth of the 
Savior.

 During the party, we heard 
that one of our regulars has 
just been evicted with her three 
children and she was desperately 
trying	to	find	a	home.

  Immediately, Most 
Reverend Bishop Jean Marie 
asked us to take the various steps 
required to help the poor lady, who 
was outside with her children, and 
the temperature plummeted at 
-13° F.

 With the assistance of 
some	 officials	 from	 the	 city	 she	
was	able	to	find	a	temporary	roof,	
and at least, they were able to stay 
indoors and warm, while looking 
for better housing.

 Still around Christmas 
time, a major airline gave us large 
quantities of pajamas and personal 
hygiene kits, which we had 
a chance to distribute to the 
homeless. To these we added 
sleeping bags, blankets and sweets.

 Preparing the parties is a 
big job, but we are rewarded by 
the joy of these children. More 
and more families with children 
come to our soup kitchen, 
because right across the street is 
subsidised housing.

 So we cook them a good 
meal, and this way at least they 
can have one or two meals a 
day, similar to what they would 
do if they had their own house. 
How many of them appreciate 
this help, which allows them to 
survive!

 There is another type of 
poverty to which we minister, 
and these are the jails. Indeed, 
we pay visits to the women 
in a Cook County jail. Many 
distresses are met there; even 
despair.

 However, the paths of 
God are impenetrable, and faith 
also blossom behind the walls. 
Faith can easily go through iron 
bars. Many women there have 
found (or rediscovered) God. 
His Excellency Bishop Jean 
Marie also sends our priests to 
the jail, and they accomplish so 
much good with these souls.

 Our Chicago church 
relieves misery. It also becomes 
a pilgrimage center on the 14th 
of each month, when Our Lady 
of Frechou, Mother of Mercy 
and Mother of the Church 
appears like a sun beam through 
the darkness.

 And quite early, during 
the night actually, the pilgrims 
get here. The city is asleep. They 
come to receive graces and they 
know they will be heard.
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 How many things must be 
prepared for this on the eve of the 
14th of each month! The sisters 
who	 arrange	 the	 flowers	 spend	
the whole day at it, and even late 
into the night.

 These are only large 
bunches	of	flowers	to	be	arranged	
in bouquets, but to successfully 
set up a large, beautiful vase or 
bowl, artistic hands are required!

 The shrine is cleaned, 
vacuumed and completely 
prepared, because the heavenly 
court will be coming down there. 
The organ music needs to be 
practiced also, - and the choir 
of the pilgrims gathers in to 
rehearse. Finally, everyone has 
put their hearts into it, for the 
Blessed Virgin, the all Fair, is 
going to come. How fortunate we 
are to be here!

 During the Novena to The 
Immaculate, Bishop Jean Marie 
chose topics for each nightly 
sermon: the bridge; the night; the 
lion... we were all captivated. 

 Most of the pilgrims 
were faithful in coming every 
night, after work. What a good 
spirit prevails among them!

 Pilgrims from France 
also come, from time to time, 
and the Good God sent them 
in the right season to complete 
some painting and ceramic tile 
repair, after having upgraded 
the church’s sewer system, 
which dated back over a 100 
years!

 Father Louis Marie and 
some volunteers have buried 
drain lines inside the basement 
to evacuate the water that seeps 
and	infiltrates	from	the	outside.	
You could have mistaken this 
for the First World War, with all 
those trenches! There was mud 
throughout the entire basement 
floor.

       Despite all these adventures, 
everyone can be seen, wearing 
a smile and keeping busy 
where his or her duty called. 
This	 is	 a	 life	 of	 sacrifice 
and service to others.

Sister Marie Odile of Peace + snd
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Well, if there is 
something that may strongly 
reassure us, it is that God 
does not change! 

 This is fortunate for us, 
but the weather is completely 
changeable. It shifts about 
constantly as in mid February, 
we had a snow storm, even 
though the day before it felt 
like spring time. It is fairly 
easy to lose one’s bearings, 
and this is not easy at all for 
the poor and homeless.

 Thank God, winter 
was rather mild, but our work 
did not decrease at all. We 
collected our 700 turkeys for 
Thanksgiving, all of which 
were for our dear less-fortunate 
whom Divine Providence has 
entrusted to our care and all 
come to the soup kitchen: the 
poor, the veterans; families in 
need and the homeless.

      Christmas came and went 
by swiftly. Passers-by admired 
our nativity set displayed 
in the window at the soup 
kitchen, and some of them 
even stopped there to pray!

 Here again, thank you 
very much to our benefactors, 
because we were able to gather 
over 2,000 presents for the 
children’s party. Ah! This is 
quite an undertaking! The soup 
kitchen’s dining area was 
entirely converted into St 
Nicholas’ workshop!

 Everywhere, gifts could 
be seen, and then you had to 
sort them out by age group 
and	 gender;	 and	 finally	 came	
wrapping time.
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 It proved a success. 
All the children would jump 
up and down with joy and 
run up to nestle in the arms 
of St Nicholas; their little 
mouths full of chocolate!

 As for the veterans, 
they also very much appre-
ciated their meal, and are 
always glad to see the 
Sisters again.

 Finally, on Christmas 
eve, before the Midnight 
Mass, we went and served 
a good meal to our dear 
homeless.

 All of a sudden, 
as if my magic, we were 
no longer under one of 
Manhattan’s overpasses, but 
somewhere near the crib of 
Bethlehem.

 It was so moving that 
we could so strongly feel the 
peace of the Child-God; this 
Christmas peace promised 
to men of goodwill.

 Oh! How much we 
would like you, dear friends, 
to experience being amidst 
Christ’s favorite.

 Some are in wheel 
chairs, and we have to help 
them move around; one of 
them actually said: “Oh, 
Sister, I can tell that you’re 
used to move stuff about, 
‘cause you are pushin’ that 
chair really well!”

 The patients affected 
with AIDS whom we visit 
on a regular basis were 
also deeply touched by the 
attention we had for them that 
Christmas night; receiving 

a present actually moved 
them to tears. One of these 
unfortunate, a lady whose leg 
was amputated, called up her 
husband, saying: “Hey! Come 
here now to see what the Nun 
has brought me!”

 As for us, we did not 
need to receive a present for 
ourselves, because the smile 
of our poor and sick persons 
is really the nicest reward that 
one may ever wish here below.

 And Our Lady of 
Frechou, Mother of Mercy and 
Mother of the Church, through 
Her pilgrim statue, lavishes 
Her graces upon all these 



- 20 -

unfortunate and sick persons, 
who put their trust in Her and 
actually, at times, some are given 
to feel Her motherly presence.

 Again, thank you so very 
much to all our benefactors who 
help us relentlessly and allow us 
to continue our activities.

        In fact, you yourselves 
are contributing to soothe 
such misery through our 
humble selves.

 We know that the 
Good God blesses you 
and we further request 
Him to watch over your 
families and all your 
loved ones.

Sister Marie Madeleine 
of the Infinite Love + snd
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We know that the 
Most Blessed Virgin Mary 
watches	over	her	little	flock,	
the Religious Congregation 
that She has willed; but do 
we realize the extent that 
She watches over us and 

her poor persons, and with 
so much maternal affection. 
Even though His Excellency 
Bishop Jean Marie often repeats 
it to us, we do not really 
comprehend it.

 Thus, in San Francisco, 
we were given to experience 
it in an incredible way! I was 
about to say, we experienced it 
once again, because each day it 
is that we feel Her intercession 
and sweet protection.

 Eight years ago, Bishop 
Jean Marie opened, in this 
beautiful, tourist city, a soup 
kitchen to feed the poor. 
Because while many well-off 
people live in this city, there 
are also numerous poor persons 
who are in the street, and 
suffer from hunger, the cold 
and a lack of love. For this, he 
rented a space in the Tenderloin 
District, one of San Francisco’s 

poorest, and there he set up a 
commercial kitchen.

 By the end of 2015, the 
local	owner	of	the	space	notified 
to us that he wanted to increase 
the rent by almost 60%, that 
is about $2,000 added to our 
current monthly rent. Needless 
to say that such a rent price tag 
was completely out of budget 
for us.

 His aim, as he himself told 
us, was to cause us to move out, 
for he no longer wanted to have 
a soup kitchen there. (Useful to 
know that a large development 
project is planned right across 
the street from our soup kitchen, 
with 2 luxury hotels for tourists, 
up-scale apartments for rent and 
businesses, etc.) In short, the 
presence of the poor coming to 
eat here on a daily basis was 
bothering him.
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 So we had to start 
looking for a new place... 
Impossible	 to	 find!	 The	
rare spaces available in San 
Francisco call for very high 
rents, and as for purchasing 
one, you have to be a 
millionaire to just start 
thinking about it.

        Now, since Most Reverend 
Bishop Jean Marie never stops 
when it comes to helping the 
less fortunate and in performing 
the Will of God: he started 
looking for a place even in 
the neighboring towns around 
San Francisco; for we could 
still cook somewhere else, and 
bring the meals to our dear poor 
persons... But nothing! There 
was no adequate space available! 

  The deadline was 
approaching, and yet we had not 
found anything. All the while 
very actively continuing our 
quest, our prayers would ascend 
towards Our Lady of Frechou, 
for we could not abandon 
so many people who rely on us 
for their food.

 So we requested the 
owner to push back his deadline, 

in	hope	of	finding	a	new	place,	
but he refused, and sent us an 
official	 letter	 instead,	 giving	 us	
only three days to pay the rent 
difference, or leave!

 Three days!!! We were 
made of the same cloth as our 
poor persons. How many times 
had not they also received this 
Notification:	 “Pay your Rent 
or Leave”! How many of them 
ended up in the street because 
of this, after three days... And 
we were about to experience the 
same thing, because on top of 
losing the kitchen, we were also 
losing our dwelling, which is 
upstairs.

   Then, some people 
shocked by our situation decided 
to let the media know about it. 
In two days, the news spread 

across the newspapers and TV 
stations, all the way to Canada 
and Australia. “Following 
drastic rent increases in San 
Francisco, some Nuns were 
about to end up in the street, 
with the poor persons that they 
serve.”

 But the Most Blessed 
Virgin Mary was watching... 
She had a plan. She allowed 
this to happen and sent us a 
benefactor.

 For months, we had 
been	unsuccessful	in	finding	a	
place with decent rent; we had 
no money to purchase one; 
it felt like we had reached a 
dead-end... Humanly speaking, 
or course, but when all 
seems impossible to men, 
everything is possible to God.

“I was hungry,
and you gave Me food”
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 Thus, Tony Robbins read 
a newspaper article describing 
our problem. Mr. Robbins 
grew up in a poor family and 
had suffered from hunger, 
lived in the street, slept in his 
car,	and	finally,	thank	God,	he	
became a wealthy business 
man.

 But he never forgot 
his past, he knows from 
experience how important is 
the kind of help you receive 
when you are poor, he knows 
what it means to go hungry; 
he knows how one single hot 
meal can change the life of a 
man or child or family. That is 
why he decided to help us.

 For him, stopping our 
soup kitchen was not an option, 
for it helps so many people, 
and it makes a difference in 
the lives of so many persons. 
So one particular morning, we 
received a phone call telling us 
that he would pay us a visit. He 
was coming to bring a check 
to pay the rent increase, for a 
whole year!

 But while he visited our 
dear House Mary of Nazareth, 
as he realized that the members 
of Fraternite Notre Dame, 
especially their superior, dedi-
cate themselves unreservedly 
for the poor, and that they 
truly love these poor persons, 
these outcast: then he changed 
his mind and negotiated a one 

year delay with our building 
owner, and resolved to help 
us purchase a place.

 Why purchase? Simply 
to avoid being evicted, to be 
certain that the poor in San 
Francisco will be able to keep 
their soup kitchen and their 
religious to serve them. What 
a relief! What a miracle! What 
a God-sent blessing!

 You could think that 
the story ended right there, 
and that the problem was 
resolved on the spot... Well, 
no!	First	of	all,	finding	a	place.	
Even with the support of 
Mr. Robbins and his friends, 
along with other foundations, 
finding	 a	 place	 for	 a	 soup	
kitchen	is	extremely	difficult.

 With Our Lady’s help, 
we	 finally	 spotted	 one.	 But	
that was just the beginning 
of a long list of trials: if some 
people really have a good 
heart and wish to reach out 
to their neighbor, others think 
but of their own well being 
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reject today, or perhaps some-
one dear to them will become 
one! Then they will understand 
how tough and inhuman it is to 
think like that.

 A request against our 
project to open a soup kitchen 
was therefore sent to City Hall, 
and a commission was set 
up to decide during a public 
hearing, whether authorization 
to open our soup kitchen should 
be granted or denied to us. We 
started praying twice as much.

 Then, the Most Blessed 
Virgin Mary took all matters 
into Her own hands, She 
touched the hearts and changed 
the opinion of many opponents; 
She allowed an immense 
support to materialize across 
the entire San Francisco 
community.

 Organizations working 
with the poor in the Tenderloin 
wrote to City Hall and came to the 
hearing, to publicly support us. 

and money. Perhaps, the pres-
ence of a soup kitchen in their 
close vicinity will cause the 
value of their apartment or 
business to decrease...

 And what if the soup 
kitchen attracts and maintains 
the less-fortunate that live in 
the area even more?

 Yes, that is it, being able 
to get a hot, nutritious meal 
close to where they live, that 
would be too easy for the poor, 
that would make their lives 
too convenient; let us rather 
get them a place that would 
require a 30 to 40 minute 
walk, under the rain or a 
scorching sun, and they can 
find	something	to	eat	there!!!

 Their lives are already 
extremely	 difficult,	 so	 why	
would not we make it even 
more awful? These people 
who react like this forget that 
maybe, tomorrow, they might 
themselves become poor, like 
these poor persons that they 

 Organizations from the 
Mission neighborhood, the area 
of the new soup kitchen, did 
the same thing, explaining how 
a soup kitchen was urgently 
needed there.

 The police and represen-
tatives of the mayor, members of 
the Catholic Church, through the 
presence of his Eminence, the 
Archbishop of San Francisco, 
supported us actively, and all 
the Christians, seeing the need 
to realize the message of Christ: 
“I was hungry, and you gave Me 
food”, truly mobilized, while 
19,000 people signed a petition 
in our favor!

  Tony Robbins, Marc 
Benioff and His Eminence the 
Archbishop of San Francisco 
organized a breakfast with the 
poor at our soup kitchen, thus 
showing that the poor are not 
plague-ridden or people you 
should avoid and reject.

 Rather, they are human 
beings who suffer indeed, but 
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Sister Marie Bénédicte 
of the Agony of Christ + snd

are capable of loving, people 
that experience a down time 
in their lives, but with whom 
it is fairly agreeable to live, as 
long as you grant them a bit 
of attention, compassion and 
love.

         On the day of the hearing, 
dozens of people came to 
testify how the presence of 
Fraternite Notre Dame’s 
religious had changed their 
lives, and how it had improved 
the life of the entire neighbor-
hood. Students explained that 
the	first	meal	they	were	given	
to eat in the day was the one 
we served them at the UN 
Plaza, at 6 o’clock at night, 
because they could not afford 
to buy themselves any food.

 The father of a family 
described one of his typical 
days: sleep at the shelter with 
his wife and 7 children; have 
them get up before 6:00am, 
because at 6:00am everybody 
had to be out of the shelter; 
take them to school and then, 
come to the soup kitchen, 
so that in fact they could be 

given enough food to feed them 
all at night. A bed could not 
be guaranteed every night at a 
shelter, and that meant sleeping 
outside. He explained that 
despite his having a job, without 
Bishop Jean Marie, he could 
not feed his children.

 Dozens of moving 
testimonies followed one 
another, causing everyone and 
us included, to understand the 
tremendous impact that a little 
food and a bit of love can make 
in the lives of people.

 Most of all, it showed 
how precious, vital and 
indispensable is the work of 
Fraternite Notre Dame, which 
Most Reverend Bishop Jean 
Marie has wanted to build, 
little by little, working day and 
night so that these lives may 
be changed; those sufferings, 
soothed; those tears, dried; and 
hope recovered, Faith and the 
love of God sown into all these 
hearts.

  In conclusion, the 
members of the Commission 
started speaking, each one in 
turn casting their vote, and were 
unanimous in favor of the  

opening of our soup kitchen, 
while the Commission’s 
Chairman explained that 
Fraternite Notre Dame’s presence 
could only improve the lives of 
all the people from that area.

 All these testimonies 
touched us a great deal and we 
made it a point to thank all the 
persons who have helped and 
supported us.

 I did not yet mention all 
the professionals, including 
lawyers, public relations, 
architects and so many more 
individuals who have contributed 
free of charge for several 
months, to secure this authori-
zation, for the greatest glory of 
God and The Immaculate.

 May God bless all these 
people and grant them the 
superabundance of His graces! 
Now, we are entering the last 
construction leg of the kitchen, 
but	we	need	your	help	to	finalize 
it, and thus we shall be in a 
position to announce the 
inauguration date of our new 
soup kitchen in the upcoming 
newsletter...
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 One day, I saw the Portuguese 
man come in with rosary beads around 
his neck. I gave him an image of Our 
Lady of Frechou and recommended to 
him to pray to Her daily, that She would 
certainly	find	a	job	for	him.

 I was surprised, for I did not see 
him again. One day though, he presented 
himself at lunch and declared to me: 
“Sister, I’m not homeless any more, I 
have a job.” And he added: “I pray to 
Her each day.”

 Another time, a 
refugee from an Eastern 
European country came 
in, very dirty and starv-
ing. He had arrived a 
couple of weeks ago, 
and stammered 3 or 
4 words of English. 
But when you want to 
communicate, even 
without full compre-
hension, there is always 
a way to understand. 

 He showed us pictures of his 
family. Starving to death, he was 
very	glad	to	eat	his	fill,	and	then	we	
fixed	 him	 a	meal	 for	 the	 evening, 
and naturally another regular 
poor person offered to assist him, 
and made phone calls to secure 
appointments for him. Then, the 
man livened up and recovered 
some hope. I asked him if he was a 
Christian. He told me yes and took 
out a small cross. Then I gave him 
an image of Our Lady of Frechou, 
which he kissed with great respect. 
He actually wears it and we told 
him to pray to Her.

 Two or three days later, 
how great was my surprise, when 
I heard someone, calling me by the 
Cathedral: “Sister, Sister, good; 
good.” His face, radiant and full 
of determination, made me under-
stand that he had secured a place to 
sleep for himself.

 In London, on 
a weekly basis, new 
faces come in to the 
soup kitchen to have 
a meal and enjoy a 
moment of comfort. 

 Our Lady is 
watching over all 
these poor persons, the 
favorite of the Heart of 
Jesus. Each day we are 
able to verify this. A 
young Portuguese man 
used to come and have 
lunch here on a regular 
basis. Another man had 
shouldered him and 
brought him inside, 
explaining that he 
was depressed and 
had almost committed 
suicide; but that he 
would watch over him.
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      Sister Marie Sabine
of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul + snd

 Many explain 
that they come there 
to work and feed their 
family, because in 
their country of origin, 
there are no jobs. 
One in particular was 
telling me that he 
worked hard in 
England, and was 
saving money to pay 
for the education of 
his son.

    Divine Providence 
is watching because for 
the festive Christmas 
meal, it sent us turkeys 
to be cooked, Christmas 
pudding and also a 
professional chef! The 
man is unemployed, 
but made it his point 
of honor to cook the 
turkeys for the poor, 
following an English 
recipe. It was very 
moving to see some 
of them, weeping out 
of emotion because 
we were preparing a 
Christmas meal for 
them.

 In London, some 
Christian associations 
are very active. Thus, 
during 2016, some 
volunteers have taken 
turns to keep up a 
prayer and fasting 
chain in reparation for 
the abortions commit-
ted in London.

 London has two 
centers for abortion, 
and one of these used 
to be a convent.

 We joined forces with them for the 
final	day	of	prayer	 in	2016.	We	prayed	 the	
rosary and the chaplet of Divine Mercy, with 
songs in honor of the Most Blessed Virgin 
Mary, in front of this abortion center. How 
comforting it is to see young people praying, 
with rosary beads in their hands, as Most 
Reverend Bishop Jean Marie recommends 
us to do.

 The Pilgrim Virgin statue of Our Lady 
of Frechou, Mother of Mercy and Mother of 
the Church, has started visiting the families 
in	 London.	 The	 first	 family	 to	 receive	 her	
was one with two sisters, one of whom has 
cancer	and	has	difficulty	in	moving	around.
After having received her in their home, they 
were truly astounded to be able to leave on a 
trip to the Holy Land, without any pain while 
walking and climbing to the Sacred Places.
These are graces that Our Lady of Frechou 
granted to her, even while she has to go to 
the hospital several times a week because of 
her cancer.

 How comforting to see people 
expressing their gratitude and gratefulness 
towards this Good Mother, who grants so 
many graces to her children.
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 Haiti; with her beautiful mountains 
has a darker side where poverty inexorably 
wreaks havoc. We are still present there, 
serving the poorest of the poor.

 You need to know that Haiti endures 
a deep instability, being under a temporary 
government since 2016, with severe 
insecurity following election-related 
conflicts,	 but	 also	 because	 of	 a	 growing 
increase in kidnappings and crimes. 

 In October of 2016, the country was 
shaken by Matthew, another hurricane, 
when about 500 families in our mountains 
lost their homes or most of them. Their 
vegetable gardens were washed away; the 
fruit trees uprooted and cattle, drowned, 
which amounts to utter ruin for these 
unfortunate people. 

 Thus Most Reverend Bishop Jean 
Marie asked us to intervene immediately to 
help the population. 
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  Our benefactors 
responded to our appeal and 
we were able to distribute 
potable water to them, along 
with bleach, food, sleeping 
bags and clothing.

 Each family would 
run up to us, in order to lead 
us around, so that we might 
assess their collapsed house 
and devastated garden. 
Gloom was lingering on 
every corner, and the unfor-
tunate residents welcomed us 
as saviors...

 But since most of them 
were then without a roof over 
their heads, we had to furrow 
through the City of Port au 
Prince	 to	 find	 a	 few	 tents	
and undertake the temporary 

repair of their shabby homes. 
Currently, we are working 
on a reconstruction project.

 During that famous 
night when Hurricane 
Matthew shook the island 
with frightening winds, a 
young mother was asleep 
with her 10 children in a 
miserable little house, barely 
measuring 13 x 13 feet. 

 Around 2am their 
poor shack was entirely 
lifted up. What a fright for 
all the little ones! Their only 
recourse was to run to their 
closest neighbors for shelter.

 But one week after 
the event, that same family 
was visited by death, which 

took their mother, aged 35; with 
a cardiac arrest!

 Just imagine the sorrow 
of these children whose ages 
range from 1 to 15 years of age, 
suddenly orphaned from their 
mother, but with an alcoholic 
father, who was engaged in a 
double life with another woman 
who was also mother of 4 more 
children...

  Following hurricane 
Matthew the cholera rate 
jumped 50%, in the surrounding 
mountains, unlike in the year 
2015.

 Recently, we met with 
the father of a family, climbing 
up the rocky mountain trails 
under a pouring rain, carrying 
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his little 6-year-old daughter 
who had just died of Cholera. 
The poor man had another 6-hour 
walk before he could reach his 
house.

 A few weeks later, his 
wife, in turn went up the same 
trails, this time carrying in her 
arms her 3-month-old baby, who 
had also passed away due to 
Cholera.

 There are no words that 
can soothe such tragedies!

 Amid all this misery, 
Providence is watching and it has 
helped us in extraordinary ways. 
Thus, we were able to offer the 
children of our schools and their 
families very special Christmas 
celebrations with the arrival of 
Saint Nicholas, riding a horse.

 Therefore, thank you to 
all those who have contributed 

Sister Marie of the Cross
and Sister Marie of the Gospel + snd

through their generosity, which 
enabled us to bring a bit of joy 
and comfort to all these destitute 
families and neglected children 
of society.

 May Our Lady of Frechou, 
Mother of Mercy and Mother 
of the Church, bless them and 
fulfill	 them	 and	 their	 families,	
with	Her	motherly	benefits.

 Each day, we thank the 
Most Blessed Virgin Mary, for 
having surrounded us with Her 
tenderness and called us in this 
way to the Religious Vocation, in 
order to serve the poor after the 
example of Jesus Christ.

 Thus, emulating our dear 
Father Founder and thanks to 
the support of his prayers, we 
do our best to bring, simply and 
humbly, the smile of Our Lady 
of Frechou to all this moral and 
physical distress.
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A soul has taken her 
flight	towards	Heaven!
This past January 31st, 
Sister Marie Rita of the 
Mother of the Sacred Heart 
very peacefully returned 
her beautiful soul to Our 
Lord.

Sister Marie Rita, after 
having raised her children, 
had joined us in the bosom 
of Fraternite Notre Dame. 
After her novitiate in the 
United States, she dedicated 
herself to education in 
Haiti, with the poorest of 
the poor.

Sister Marie Rita had 
well understood what His 
Excellency, Bishop Jean 
Marie often repeats: “There 
is no age restriction to serve 
Our Lord”. And keeping 
her spirits young and swift, 
she knew how to give a 
hand without ever giving 
in, but making herself 
available for whatever 
mission Bishop Jean Marie 
could request of her.

A few years back while 
she was dedicating herself 
to the poorest of the poor 
in San Francisco, she was 
diagnosed with cancer. 
Most Reverend Bishop Jean 
Marie had her come back 
to Chicago so that we could 

obtain better care and treatment for 
her and during all of her treatment, 
she remained serene, tenacious 
and surrendered to Divine Will.

In September 2016, the treatment no 
longer offered the expected results. 
Despite all the care provided by our 
Nuns, Sister Marie Rita could feel 
her strength decreasing and soon, 
Bishop Jean Marie had to rush to her 
bedside. With his fatherly affection, 
he reminded her about all the good 
work that she had done for the poor 
and the missions, and that she should 
be comforted because the Most 
Blessed Virgin was close to her. 

Our little Sister listened to him 
intently with her fairly mischievous 
gaze, and asked the Bishop to give 
her “a prickly kiss” (sic) – because 
he wears a beard – and then, she 
asserted to us with her pretty smile: 
“yes, he is my dad!” Then, she made 
sure that she would indeed end up in 
the House of the Blessed Virgin – 
meaning: in Paradise.
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 On February 25th, 1950 the great exhumation of Father 
Charbel Makhlouf’s body took place. People had frequently seen 
a	light	shining	on	his	tomb,	and	after	a	first	exhumation,	despite	
the	significant	water	infiltrations	in	his	tomb,	the	body	was	intact	
and it was further assessed that a sanguinolent condensation was 
coming out of his body.

 This permanent exudation of his body became so important 
that	 the	monks	 could	 no	 longer	 find	 a	way	 to	 conceal	 it	 from	
the veneration of the faithful. Eminent physicians and scholars 
constantly studied the case, and they all came up with the same 
conclusions: the body’s preservation and the sanguinolent 
condensation reached beyond the laws of nature. 

 Yes, Saint Charbel is unique in the history of the Church. 
He, the humble monk and hermit who on a hill of Lebanon, 
had	 prayed	 and	 sanctified	 himself.	 Born	 on	May	 8th,	 1828	 at 
Biqs-Kafra, little Youssef was quickly enticed by the eremitical 
life of his uncles.

	 After	a	life	of	labor	in	the	fields,	at	20	years	of	age,	Youssef	
left his father’s house in secret, to enter the grand Maronite 
Monastery of Our Lady of Mayfouq, and take the name of Charbel. 

Saint Charbel Makhlouf
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 Henceforth, he would 
never stop his ascent towards 
Heaven, with an unparalleled 
generosity, an exemplary 
obedience and an uncondi-
tional self-denial under the 
motherly gaze of the Virgin 
of Lebanon, towards whom 
he kept an immense love.

 Together with Her, he 
experienced his own Calvary 
and retired into Annaya’s 
Hermitage; where there, like 
Moses, he would keep his 
hands outstretched towards 
Heaven, praying for the souls. 

 Wholly absorbed in his 
contemplation, he would 
offer himself entirely with 
the Host, and while raising 
this Host with the Chalice on 
Christmas eve, death came 
and struck him down.

 In his lifetime, one cannot enumerate all the miracles 
that he obtained, all the sick persons that he cured, nor all the 
benefits	that	he	was	granted	for	so	many	people.
 Now, you should not think that the whole process was an 
easy task. The humble monk Charbel had many humiliations 
to withstand and many fights with the devil who spared 
nothing to discourage him. However, during his entire 
religious life, he strove to empty his souls of all things, 
including his past, his family, the world and himself.
 Saint Charbel is really a perfect role model for all the 
Religious, because he followed and respected the Constitutions 
of his Order to the letter. He had understood that living one’s 
Rule meant living one’s Mass, living as a host; in short, being 
someone wholly given to God.

God,	infinitely	holy	and	glorified	in	Thy	Saints,	Who	have	inspired	
the blessed monk and hermit Charbel, to live and die in perfect 
resemblance to Jesus, granting him the strength to detach himself 
from the world in order to cause in his hermitage, the heroism of 
the monastic virtues of Poverty, Obedience and Chastity to triumph, 
we entreat Thee to grant us the grace to love Thee and serve Thee 
after his example. O Lord Almighty, Who did manifest the power 
of Saint Charbel’s intercession through many miracles and favors, 
grant us the graces (…) that we implore through his intercession.  
       Amen.

Mother Marie Faustina
of Divine Mercy + snd
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     What does the advice and 
message of Saint Hildegard 
have to do with us?

 She was a saintly Nun 
who became a Benedictine 
Sister at age 15, and abbess 
at age 40, and who was 
particularly inspired by the 
Holy Spirit.

 She was to write down 
what God had revealed to 
her, from the known, created 
world, to Redemption, in the 
form of a Treatise on Natural 
Medicine, including Causes 
and Remedies.

 Her spiritual charisma 
extended from the convent that 
she founded, to the faithful, 
thirsty for her teachings during 
her numerous travels, and 
to part of the clergy that had 
grown tepid... She was even 
recognized by Saint Bernard of 
Clairvaux.

 Saint Hildegard teaches 
us what we should eat or 
avoid in order to be physically 
healthy, which also includes 
having a healthy soul.

 Let us speak a bit about 
what Saint Hildegard reveals 
to us when it comes to the 
powers present in nature, and 
what they can contribute to us 
as wellbeing, joy, healing and 
relief. 

Fennel and Galanga

Fennel 
 Saint Hildegard has 
praised the virtues of fennel. 
She speaks about it as a miracle 
remedy for women, especially 
those who are nursing their 
new born babies.

 Fennel stimulates milk 
production for nursing mothers, 
thus yielding more food for the 
baby.

 This is also a miracle 
remedy for women during 
menopause, for it contains 
phytohormones and produces 
energy!

 One liter of fennel juice 
acts as a natural deodorant and 
gives a fresh breath. Fennel is 
good under all its forms: as a 
vegetable; herb tea; oil or as 
tablets, as we shall explain later 
on.

 Fennel is excellent when 
it comes to all gastric and 
digestion issues. 

 In the intestines, it helps 
to expel putrid substances and 
contributes to healing diarrhea.

 To directly quote Saint 
Hildegard: “In whatever form 
that you consume fennel, 
it makes man joyful; gives a 
good blood irrigation to the 
body; a good bodily odor 
and it facilitates digestion. 
When eaten on the stomach 
(not having eaten anything), 
these seeds remove bad breath 
and cause your eyes to see 
clearly.”

 Fennel also combats 
heartburn, caused by nutrition 
mistakes or foods that are too 
fatty.
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 By fennel, we mean all kinds of fennel. For 
your information, dear readers and friends, 3.5 
oz of fennel covers your needs in vitamin A and 
C, along with the precious minerals and trace 
elements.

 0.8mg of Vitamin A – 93mg of Vitamin C – 
109mg of Calcium – 2.7mg of Iron 
494mg of Potassium – 49mg of Magnesium – 
51mg of phosphorus.

 Fennel has always been used for its 
aromatic virtues in cooking, notable for 
bread, tea and certain liquors; in salads and 
to enhance the scent of roasts, fish or in 
creating delicious soups.

 Starch and fat free, containing very few 
calories, fennel is the friend of people who 
are on a diet.

 Preferably, choose organic. There 
are various kinds of fennel: mild fennel, 
also know as French or garden fennel; and 
Florentine or bulbous fennel.

 As a vegetable, it can be eaten freshly 
cooked and with a speck of good, organic 
olive oil. This vegetable can be grown in 
sunny areas.

Galanga
  This plant is related to ginger and 
originally comes from Asia, in particular, 
China, Indonesia and India.

 Saint Hildegard recommends this 
spice to us, even though she never 
traveled to these far away countries. 
She wrote:
“He that experiences heart pain, or feels 
that his heart is failing (fainting), let him 
quickly eat galanga in large amounts, 
and he will feel better”, she said.

 In case of angina pectoris, it acts 
swiftly and provides the same relief 
that would a preparation based on 
nitroglycerin (without the unpleasant 
side effects). In case of cardiac pain 
and cardiac related dizziness, allow one 
or two galanga tablets to melt in your 
mouth, and the oppression will imme-
diately cease.

 Galanga is king when it comes 
to fighting headaches, gastrointestinal 
cramps, nausea, periods of stress, or a 
state of weakness and exhaustion.

 We can consume galanga on a 
regular basis in our prepared dishes. On 
a culinary point of view, galanga gives 
your meats and rice a strong and spicy 
taste, it fosters proper blood irrigation 
and revitalizes the system.

 Galanga perfectly blends with 
fennel, under the form of tablets, to 
address the many minor day-to-day 
health issues.

Mother Marie Martha 
of Bethany + snd
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     The eradication of poverty, under all its forms, including extreme poverty, is a challenge 
for our times.

 Poverty has greatly increased in under-developed countries, in destabilized  countries, 
those destroyed by war, but also in developed countries, notably in Europe.

 In 2012, an estimation showed that over 300 million people lived under the threshold of 
poverty. In 2014, 77 million children living in the 41 largest countries in the world, suffered 
from	poverty.	These	figures	from	a	World	Bank	report	are	alarming.

 Most Reverend Bishop Jean Marie Roger Kozik, Founder of Fraternite Notre Dame, 
has been striving for years to set up strategies to eradicate poverty. He comes to the help of 
less-favored populations, providing them  with free meals, in the USA (Chicago and Peoria, 
IL; Manhattan, NYC and San Francisco, CA) as well as in Africa.

 He always directs the religious Friars, Nuns and Priests of Fraternite Notre Dame to 
intervene for the homeless on a punctual basis, when natural catastrophes occur. He organizes 
dispensaries, maternity facilities, free orphanages and services to prisoners, because as 
Christians, our duty is to provide assistance to our neighbors, and not to neglect or oppress them. 

O r a l    S t a t e m e n t
from Fraternite Notre Dame in New York

55th Session of the Commission on Social Development
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 The Christian religion teaches us charity towards our neighbor, not hatred and oppression. 
But charitable works are not enough. The growth of a nation lies on the education of its 
youth. Whomever wants to annihilate a civilization, starts by destroying its school system. By 
mastering schools and the education, a state is able to master the minds of people.

 Bishop Jean Marie Roger Kozik has founded trilingual schools for children that belong 
to less-favored areas in the United States of America, in Africa and in Haiti. It consists of 
cultivating the minds of children, teaching them how to shun evil and seek good; uplifting their 
hearts	by	filling	them	with	generous	and	selfless	sentiments,	and	turning	them	into	courageous,	
determined and morally strong individuals.

 The European countries, which were so prosperous in the past centuries, and where 
the schools shone as examples for the world, have sunk into material, moral and spiritual 
decadence, as soon as they started suppressing the teaching of Christian tradition.

 Current teaching, secular and sectarian, fosters hatred among religions, combats Christian 
morality and weakens the academic standard, forming students that have a poor intellectual 
quotient. [...]
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